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Beers are turning over frequently at the Club which is a sign that you are enjoying them! The 
Beers below are on tap as of this writing, we hope you get to the Club in time to try some of 
these. 

Lancaster brewing history is dominated by the Sprenger, Haefner, Rieker and Wacker families who were largely 
responsible for the river of beer gushing out of Lancaster County in the late 1800’s and 1900’s. At times, as much as 
7% of all the beer consumed in the US came from here! Prohibition killed this industry, as designed, yet Wacker went 
on to celebrate its 100th birthday in 1953 when the 40 employees left all celebrated by receiving their pay in silver 
dollars. Three years later, Wacker Brewing shut, seemingly ending the history of beer production in Lancaster city. 
Brian Kepner, owner of recently closed Pour on Prince, purchased the brand and reopened Wacker Brewing Co in 
Sept 2014 at 417 W. Grant St in a one-hundred-year-old tobacco warehouse which also uniquely housed separate 
businesses Thistle Finch Distillery and Square One Coffee Roasters. Original brewer Mike Spychalski built a custom 
10 bbl system big enough to support off premise sales and Wacker beers are found throughout the area. In 2015, 
Wacker opened the Little Dutch Taproom upstairs from the brewery which shares a popular space with the Thistle 
Finch bar. Currently John Briggs, from the Lancaster Brewing Club, is making the beer and has improved a number of 
the recipes. The Wacker Bohemian Pilsner is light, yet not too crisply dry. The slight delicate malt characteristics of 
the floor malted barley are maintained in balance with the aroma of the German hop blend. This is clean lager 
refreshment at its finest and is an easy going 5% ABV. 

Brian Dunn started Great Divide Brewing in Denver in 1994 with financial help from family, friends and a loan from the 
City of Denver. Three months after brewing its first batch, Great Divide won the first of its numerous Great American 
Beer Festival medals and 5 World Beer Cup awards. Production ramped up with significant expanded facilities in 
2014. A recent addition to their iconic “Yeti” family of Imperial Stouts is its smoothest member, nitrogen dispensed 
Great Divide Velvet Yeti. Its velvety and rich mouthfeel rounds out the unmistakable roasty-caramel & toffee notes 
that make the bigger versions such beasts. 60 IBUs of hopping provides balance for the dark malts. Despite its 
minimal 5.0% ABV, this stout has lots of big beer flavor.  

The König Ludwig GmbH & Co. KG Schlossbrauerei Kaltenberg is a brewery in Fürstenfeldbruck, Upper Bavaria, 
Germany. Their slogan, "Bier von königlicher Hoheit", or "Beer of Royal Highness", refers to the brewery's heritage 
tracing back through the Kingdom of Bavaria. The current proprietor, Prince Luitpold, is the great-grandson of the last 
King of Bavaria, Ludwig III, and by extent a descendant of the original signatories of the 1516 Bavarian Purity Law. 
He is also of the House of Wittelsbach, known to have owned a brewery as early as 1260. Konig Ludwig Weiss is a 
classic Bavarian wheat beer with a gentle bouquet of tart wheat and soft lemon aromas that flows up from the 
generous head. Extraordinarily balanced at 5.5% ABV, the smooth wheat flavor mixes with a mild hoppiness and 
flows to a clean finish with just a touch of banana. 

Founders Brewing Co. has evolved into one of the most highly recognized breweries in the United States. 
Headquartered in Grand Rapids MI, they have won six World Beer Cup medals, four European Beer Star medals and 
three Great American Beer Festival medals. Beer fans use the term “session beer” to describe a low ABV beer yet 
having as much flavor as possible. Something you would like to drink a bit of when with friends but with less effect. 
Predominantly light-colored ales and lagers around 4% and up to 5% ABV, session beers are usually easy going and 
uncomplicated. Guiness and other Irish stouts also fit this category. The concept of a session IPA, a flavor packed 
style that usually clocks in between 6 and 8% ABV, is somewhat counterintuitive but in Founders’ case – it works. 
Founders All Day IPA treads lightly with 4.7% ABV and 42 IBUs but has plenty of zesty IPA flavors. Highly rated and 
insanely popular, this beer now represents over half of Founders total output after 5 years on the market. Naturally 
brewed with a complex array of malts, grains and hops, it’s balanced for optimal aromatics and a clean finish.   

Jever Pils has been brewed at the Friesisches Brauhaus zu Jever GmbH since 1848. Since 1994, the Jever brewery 
has belonged to the Dortmunder Brau und Brunnen Group, which was then acquired by the Radeberger Group at the 
beginning of 2005. Radeberger, a fine beer in its own right, is Germany's biggest group of breweries (15) and has a 
significant share of the domestic market. Jever is brewed in the dry style of pilsner from Friesland in the north-west 
corner of Germany. Made with excellent soft water that allows more hop loading (37 IBUs), it still presents a malty, 
well balanced flavor after 90 days of lagering. Although it’s a small brewery, the 'Friesische Brauhaus zu Jever' has 
developed a wide reputation as a top brewery for this north German style dry pilsner. Full bodied, yet always 
refreshing; at a very friendly 4.9% ABV. 

Spaten-Franziskaner-Bräu GmbH in Munich is owned by the Spaten-Löwenbräu-Gruppe, which is part of the Belgo-
Brazilian company Anheuser-Busch InBev. The brewery dates to before 1400 and its modern incarnation is the result 
of its ownership by the energetic Sedlmayr family during most of the 19th century. The merger with Franziskaner 



began during this time and completed in 1922. Spaten Lager is a premium brand, bottom fermented Munchner Lager 
with a supremely well-balanced hop flavor. A soft, white head perches above this light golden brew while a slight 
sweet grain aroma lifts spicy noble hops up to the nose. A sturdy 5.2% ABV, its Original Gravity of 11.7% provides 
plenty of body which is balanced with 21 IBU’s of moderate bitterness. This refreshing beer has a lingering dry finish 
and is about as sessionable as they come. The perennial favorite quaff of Lancaster Liederkranz beer drinkers; they 
agree that "Lass Dir raten, trinke Spaten". Zum Wohl! 

And remember, the current tap list is ALWAYS available at http://llkbm.surge.sh/ 

 Lancaster Liederkranz beer drinkers enjoy quality regular beers and an array of rotating items. If one of the 
beers has gone off tap, ask your bartender to suggest a similar, tasty replacement. 

Enjoy!   
Lancaster Liederkranz Beer Guy - Jim Weber 

The LLK beer staff tries to satisfy customer interests at all times by providing a range of beers for disparate tastes, 
alcoholic content, and budgets. We know beer drinkers at the Liederkranz take their beer seriously! If you have 
concerns, suggestions, comments, or just wish to send ramblings on the subject, please send to Jim Weber at 
jimweber.lancaster@gmail.com or Matt Trout at matttrout44@gmail.com. Enjoy and see you at the club! 
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